
HB 1359-S2.E - DIGEST
(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READING 3/10/2007)

Declares that a decent, appropriate, and affordable home
in a healthy, safe environment for every household should be a
state goal and that, at a minimum, this goal must be
accomplished for every very low-income household by 2020.
Furthermore, this goal includes increasing the percentage of
very low-income households who are able to obtain and retain
housing without government subsidies or other public support.

Finds that there are many root causes of the affordable
housing shortage and declares that it is critical that such
causes be analyzed, effective solutions be developed,
implemented, monitored, and evaluated, and that these causal
factors be eliminated. The legislature also finds that there
is a taxpayer and societal cost associated with a lack of jobs
that pay self-sufficiency standard wages and a shortage of
affordable housing, and that the state must identify and
quantify that cost.

Finds that the support and commitment of all sectors of
the statewide community is critical to accomplishing the
state's affordable housing for all goal.

Finds that the provision of housing and housing-related
services should be administered at the local level. However,
the state should play a primary role in: Providing financial
resources to achieve the goal at all levels of government;
researching, evaluating, benchmarking, and implementing best
practices; continually updating and evaluating statewide
housing data; developing a state plan that integrates the
strategies, goals, objectives, and performance measures of all
other state housing plans and programs; coordinating and
supporting county government plans and activities; and
directing quality management practices by monitoring both
state and county government performance towards achieving
interim and ultimate goals.

Declares that the systematic and comprehensive
performance measurement and evaluation of progress toward
interim goals and the immediate state affordable housing goal
of a decent, appropriate, and affordable home in a healthy,
safe environment for every low-income household in the state
by 2020 is a necessary component of the statewide effort to
end the affordable housing crisis.

Requires the joint legislative audit and review committee
to conduct a performance audit of the state affordable housing
for all program every four years. The audit must include an
analysis of the department's expenditures of funds from
sources established by RCW 36.22.178 (as recodified by this
act) and all other sources directed to the affordable housing
for all program. The first audit must be conducted on or



before December 31, 2010. Each audit must take no longer than
six months or fifty thousand dollars to complete.

Provides that the act shall be null and void if
appropriations are not approved.


